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Cal Poly and Central Coast Entrepreneurs Invited to Apply to TechPitch
Competition
SAN LUIS OBISPO — Cal Poly and partners Softec and the Economic Vitality Corp.
invite startups in San Luis Obispo and northern Santa Barbara counties to apply to
the fourth annual TechPitch competition.
The competition seeks early-stage startups ready for angel or venture capital
funding. Those who qualify as finalists must be available for pitch coaching with the
TechPitch committee during the three weeks prior to the event, set for Oct. 22.
“This event is a vital community partnership that helps entrepreneurs refine their
request and access investment capital to launch their business,” said Michael
Manchak, EVC president.
Douglas S. Hutcheson, former CEO of Leap Wireless International, which was
acquired by AT&T in March 2014, is the event keynote speaker.
At the event, six selected applicants will pitch their viable technology-related
business idea to a panel of industry experts and investors. The winner will receive a
cash prize for business expenses and investment. The winner will also receive
professional consulting services, contacts and opportunities from the affiliate
organizations.

Last year, BakBone, a tablet hand-holding device, and Bishop Peak Technology, developer of the SLO Bus Tracker app, tied for first
place. “The competition is lively, engaging, inspiring,” said Paul Webber, CEO of BakBone. “It is probably the best local forum to broadcast
your innovation or idea to the community and beyond.”
John Osumi, CEO of Bishop Peak Technology, said, “Winning TechPitch motivated our team to accelerate commercialization of our bus tracker
app for nationwide deployment.”   
TechPitch will be held at the Alex Madonna Expo Center in San Luis Obispo. Tickets
for the public are $35 per person and $250 for a table of eight. Student tickets are
$15 each. For more information and event registration, visit techpitch.org.
Entrepreneurs looking to participate must apply at techpitch.org and submit an
executive summary of their business plan by midnight Sept. 15.
TechPitch is sponsored by the Cal Poly Small Business Development Center for
Innovation and Cal Poly’s Center for Innovation & Entrepreneurship, Softec and the
Economic Vitality Corp.
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